
GALLOPING GOOSE 

ISSUE 7,            September 28, 2017 

PHONE NUMBERS:               K-6 882-4688,           MS/HS 882-7288,          PS  882-7277,  
BUS 882-2649 
From the Principal’s Desk: 
You may not think you’re doing anything special when you help your child get off to school 
each morning on time. Think again! Experts say that nothing is more important to school success 
than the routine and discipline of regular school attendance. Here’s why: Students can’t learn all 
of what’s being taught when they’re not in class. Learning depends on teachers working with 
students… and students working with teachers! It depends on hearing answers to the questions 
other students ask. And it depends on group work and using school resources such as the 
computer lab. Learning builds day by day. Today’s learning builds on what happened in class 
yesterday. If your child was absent, there’s no foundation to build upon. And if students are 
frequently late to school, they miss the same subject each time they are late. This often leaves 
holes in a child’s learning and understanding. Regular school attendance teaches children 
responsibility. A child who attends school regularly prepares the child for adulthood and future 
employment. Attending school and working hard is their job! When we notice that a student is 
struggling with attendance, we send notifications home by mail. If you get a notice and have any 
questions or concerns, please let us know. By working together we can help your child take full 
advantage of his or her education. Thanks for supporting your child’s education by making sure 
he or she has regular school attendance. It does make a difference! 
Dates to Remember: 
Sept. 29 - Pickles and Popcorn 
Sept. 29 - Character Day Assembly - 2:30 - Aux Gym - Respect - 2nd Grade 
Performing 
Oct. 6 Homecoming Parade 2:30 
Oct. 9 - NO SCHOOL - Holiday 
Oct. 12 - Last Day of Quarter 
Oct. 13 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Workday - Correction 
Oct. 17- WATCH D.O.G.S. Pizza Night 6:00-7:30 
Oct. 19 - Parent/Teacher Conference 4:00-7:30 
Oct. 20 - NO SCHOOL - Parent/Teacher Conference 8:00-12:00 
PTA: 



The First Pickles & Popcorn is TOMORROW! 
Popcorn is 25 cents a bag and half a pickle is 50 cents 
Popcorn will be limited to 2-3 bags per student. 
PTA meeting Next Thursday at 2PM in the teacher's lounge. 
Homecoming is Next Week! Face painted bear paw for the parade $1, Next Friday. 
Dolores Pee Wee Football: 
Dolores Pee Wee Football in Nucla Saturday 9/30/17. Please have players at field 
by 8AM. 
D1 8U 
9am Vs Dove Creek 
1pm Vs Towaoc 
D2 10U 
10:45am Vs Dove Creek 
1:00pm Vs Mancos 
 
Dolores Backpack Program: A free anonymous program that can help provide pantry food 
items to your family for the weekends. We can help a little or a lot. Please contact the front 
office of the PreSchool, Elementary or Secondary for more information. 
To Volunteer on Thursday mornings to help stuff the backpacks please contact Amber at (970) 
317-5567 
 

Classroom Capers: 
Mrs. Christenson, Mrs.  Hill, & Mrs. Tourjee - First Grade: 
Lovely fall colors and fall weather with cool mornings and warm afternoons!  The kids are 
working hard on their sight words and practicing lots in the classroom.  Please practice them at 
home, too!  The more you read, the easier it gets.  It's the best way to get good at something; 
practice, practice, practice.  It's hard work learning something new.  Build confidence by reading 
and rereading the same books.  This helps the child become familiar with words and builds 
automaticity.  We just finished our mid-module assessment in math. (Story problems using 
strategies we've been working on in class.)  Ask your child to show what they know with number 
bonds and math sentences!  They are getting pretty good.  We have Parent-Teacher Conferences 
and Book Fair coming up October 19th and 20th.  We look forward to meeting with you then! 



 

Ms. Hutchins, Mrs.  McNeill, & Ms. Savage - Second Grade: 
Second graders are working on a science unit designed to help them understand how animals and 
plants are adapted to survive in their environments. We are also working on a measurement unit 
in math. You can talk to your child about how we use different units of measurement to measure 
different things. For example, we would not measure the distance from Dolores to Cortez in 
inches, 
 

Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Neeley, & Mrs. Russell - Third Grade: 
Tomorrow is our field trip to Cachuma Ranch in Lewis. We will be leaving school at 11:45 and 
return back to school at 2:30. This will be an exciting learning opportunity for students- everyone 
is really looking forward to it! Be sure to wear sneakers or boots, and dress warm because we 
will be outside for this field trip. The third grade restaurant project is in full swing! Each class 
has chosen a theme and name for their restaurant, and are working on creating a menu using 
delicious ingredients grown in our local School to Farm gardens. Each student will need a white 
T-shirt to paint. This T-shirt will be worn the day of their class restaurant. Look for more 
important restaurant news to come! 
 

Mrs. Bellairs, Mrs. Carpenter, & Mrs. Grazda - Fourth Grade: 
We have been busy in 4th grade this week.  We wrapped up our geography menus and are 
nearing the end of our first math unit.  
Next Thursday and Friday we are heading to Crow Canyon for two full days of learning.  Please 
make sure permission slips and money are in by tomorrow.  If you are interested in chaperoning 
please talk with your student's teacher.  
Please be aware the 4th grade is sending home field trip and computer policies, make sure those 
are signed and returned as soon as possible. 
  
 

Mrs. Bjerke, Mrs. Jones, & Mrs. Lein - Fifth Grade: 
Greetings from 5th grade: 
Friendly reminders: 
Next week is a full week.  
Weather is changing, so please remind your students to dress accordingly.  
Friday, October 6th, students will be walking to the Homecoming Parade with their classes and 
will return in time for the buses and pickups.  
 



We are beginning research for the explorers project where students will be learning about 
primary and secondary sources while researching their explorer.  These skills will greatly assist 
their poster projects for the upcoming National History Day after winter break.  
 
In math we are comparing whole numbers, decimals, and fractions using our understanding of 
place value. We will continue to work with exponents and converting units in the metric system.  
example; Centimeter to Millimeter 
We hope you have a great weekend and enjoy the changing colors. 
 

Mrs. Barry, Mr. LaRose, Mr. Smith - Sixth Grade: 
This school year is moving right along in the 6th grade. It is hard to believe that progress reports 
were sent home last week! Science class will be transitioning to studying the scientific method. 
This includes every student being required to complete a science fair project. Information on this 
engaging activity will be sent home next week. In math students continue their study of ratios 
and unit rates. Our first Extended Classroom activity is scheduled for this Friday. We will be 
headed to Lizard Head pass to study the mountain biome and Leave No Trace concepts. Please 
remind your child to dress warm! 
 

Mr. Vaughn - Art: 
From the artists’ palette: 

Art is now going up on the walls as we finish studying our first artists of the year.  Come on in 
and see the talent our students have. 
 K   – Lascaux Cave Art - Shape & Proportion – Realism 
 1st -  Helen Frankenthaller – Bleeding, mood – Abstract 
 2nd -  Marie Gignaux –Foreground, middleground, background - Landscape 
 3rd -  Janet Fish - Light and Reflection - Realism 
 4th -  Baje Whitethorn – Depth of Field –  Landscape 
 5th -  Gilbert Lujon – Proportion - Portrait and Caricature 
 6th -  Cause and SUCH – Calligraphy –Graffiti 
We’re looking for various supplies you might be able to help us with.  Please, if you have any of 
these items, we sure could use them.  Our needs: 
Brown paper bags – any size 
Large old, gaudy picture frames – 20” x 30” or so 
 

Mrs. Elder - PE: 



The second graders will be performing a groovy dance at the character assembly on Friday, 
September 29 at 2:30.  We sure hope to see you there!  If you aren't able to make it, I will be 
videotaping the performance.  You are welcome to come in and watch it any time!  Mrs. Elder 
  
  
  

  

Pizza Night Invite

 
 

Attention All ‘DADS’ of 
Dolores Elementary Students! 

‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night Event! 
FREE Pizza, Drinks and Fun! 



 
 

Fathers and Father-figures, 

 
On Tuesday, Oct. 17th from 6:00-7:30 pm we will be having our 7th Annual              
‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night at our school. We will meet at the school              
cafeteria at 6:00 pm for FREE pizza and drinks. Once everyone’s belly is             
full, we will have a presentation about our WATCH D.O.G.S.® (Dads Of            
Great Students) Program.  

WATCH D.O.G.S.® is an innovative program being used by schools across           
America which helps them to be positively impacted by the committed           
involvement of fathers and father-figures in their student’s life. Our goal is to             
have you spend at least one day this year at the school to be a positive male                 
role model and to provide an extra set of eyes and ears. 

Dads, granddads, uncles, step-dads and adult brothers . . . this is your             
chance to have a night out alone with your student in a fun atmosphere at               
school.  

In order to participate, you need to do two things:  

1. Fill out the bottom portion of this slip and return it with your student’s               
teacher (ASAP) saying that you will attend the pizza night so we’ll have an              
accurate headcount for the food.  

2. Mark your calendars, and we will see you Tuesday, Oct. 17th from             
6:00-7:30 pm. Order forms for official WATCH D.O.G.S.® Uniform T-shirts          
for WatchDOGS and ‘My Hero’ T-shirts for students will be available. 

 
     Sincerely, 
     Dolores WATCH D.O.G.S. Coordinator, Santiago Lopez 
 

 



     _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
  
 

         ___Yes!!!  We’ll be there! Total (#) ___ attending (including dad and kids) 
 

Father/Father-figure Name_______________________________ Email 
____________________________________ 

Phone(s): Home ____________________ Mobile ______________________ Work 
______________________ 

Student(s) Name ________________________________ Teacher’s Name     
_____________________________ 

Student(s) Name ________________________________ Teacher’s Name     
_____________________________ 

Student(s) Name ________________________________ Teacher’s Name     
_____________________________ 

  

  

  

School Based Health Center 
Dear Dolores Parent, 

We are excited to share that the Southwest Open School Based Health Center was awarded a Planning to 
Operations grant for the 2017-2018 school year to pursue the expansion of our clinic to the Dolores RE-4A 
School District. This grant, from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), allows 
us to collaborate with all stakeholders to determine if a school based health clinic would be a good fit for Dolores 
schools and if so, what types of services and 

staffing would be most beneficial, address any concerns, and create an operational plan to open the clinic in the 
2018-2019 school year. 

As part of this process, we need your feedback. We will be asking middle and high school students as well as 
Dolores school staff for their input as well. The more feedback we get, the better. The entire planning process will 
be heavily centered on the responses we get from these surveys. Your participation is very much appreciated. If 
you already completed the survey at parent night we greatly appreciate it. If you have a hard copy to return, 
please drop it off at any of the Dolores school offices. 

You can take the survey online at: https://goo.gl/forms/s3i3hLXJVSDjAR823 or print the 

downloadable survey attached to this e-mail. Hard copies are available in all Dolores school front offices. Please 
complete the survey either online or turn a hard copy into a Dolores school office by September 29, 2017. 

If you have more than one child attending school in Dolores, you only need to fill out 1 survey per household. 

Attached, you fill find general information on school based health centers that we hope will help you to answer 
the questions in the parents survey. 

https://goo.gl/forms/s3i3hLXJVSDjAR823
https://goo.gl/forms/s3i3hLXJVSDjAR823


As we move forward with the planning process, we will form a Community  Advisory Committee comprised of 
school, community, and clinic members. If you are interested in being a part of this committee, please send an 
email expressing your interest and providing your contactinformation to Rebecca Gostlin at 
rgostlin@rmyclinics.org . 

Sincerely, 

The Southwest Open School Based Health Center Staff 

(Shannon, Vickie, Julie, Debrah, Sherrod and Rebecca) 

 



 

 


