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From the Principal’s Office: 
 
Dear Parents, 
Our goal is for you and your child to have a routine and calm homework experience. Homework will 
require some parental involvement at this level. Your cooperation is essential in developing a positive 
homework habit. When parents are involved in their children’s education, kids do better in school. 
 
Some suggestions for homework: 

● Check homework every night. 
● Discuss your children’s progress with teachers. 
● Limit screen time on school nights. 
● Establish a regular "homework time" in the home. 
● Provide a noise-free, well-lit place for your child to work. 
● Be available to help your child if she or he has a question. 
● Decide if it becomes too frustrating of a task, to stop and take a break. 

 
Research indicates that homework is beneficial for all levels of education. A good rule of thumb is 10 
minutes of homework per grade level (3rd grade = 30 minutes). If you find that homework is frequently 
taking significantly more or less time than is outlined here, please let us know.  Also, please let us know if 
the homework seems either too easy or too challenging for your child. Our hope is that your child will 
develop strong skills and a positive attitude toward completing their homework. Please feel free to come 
by, email, or call if you have any questions. Thank you for your support! 
 

Dates to Remember: 
Jan. 26 - NO/SCHOOL - PLC/Teacher Workday 
Feb. 8 - Parent Teacher Conferences - 4:00-8:00 
Feb. 9 - NO SCHOOL - Parent Teacher Conferences - 8:00-12:00 
Feb. 16 - NO SCHOOL - PLC/Teacher Workday 
Feb. 19 - NO SCHOOL - Holiday 
Mar. 2 - NO SCHOOL - PLC/Teacher Workday 
Mar. 15 - Last Day of Quarter 
Mar. 16 - NO SCHOOL/Teacher Workday 



Mar. 19-23 - NO SCHOOL/Spring Break 
 
PTA: 
PTA meeting next Thursday, Feb. 1st at 2:30 in the teacher’s lounge. 
Please collect box tops for the school. We are having a box top drive ending February 16th. 
Every top is worth 10 cents and it really adds up. 
Pickles and Popcorn will be next Friday, February 2nd. 

Classroom Capers: 
Mrs. Christenson, Mrs. Hill, & Mrs. Tourjee - 1st Grade: 
Yippee!  Snow!  Kids need snow pants, snow boots, and coat to play at recess.  Kids will stay on 
sidewalks if they do not have snow gear to wear.  It is helpful to have an extra bag that holds all 
of the snow gear. Thank you.  Snack every day.  Next week we will read words with the soft g: 
-ge like cage and -dge like fudge, and soft c: -ce like ice.  Kids need to read at home every day to 
increase their fluency.  We are reading about folktales and adding endings: -ing and -ed to words 
with silent e. (i.e. hope + ing = hoping, tame + ed = tamed)  In math, we continue to work on 
measurement and comparing numbers with 'How many more/less?'  Then we move into making 
and reading graphs.  Writing complete sentences and using punctuation is important for writers. 
Help your child out by having them speak in complete sentences.  Thank you for so much of 
your efforts at home. 

 
Ms. Hutchins, Mrs. McNeill, Ms. Savage - 2nd Grade: 
Second graders have begun to research one severe type of storm to report on. The goal of this 
unit is to help students to think about ways people prepare and cope with dangerous weather. 
They will be delivering these reports as meteorologists in the coming weeks. We are also 
continuing to work on addition and subtraction with regrouping. Please remember that this is a 
challenging skill and it often takes a lot of practice to become fluent in this skill. Have a great 
week end and as always, thank you for all that you do at home to promote your child's education. 
 

Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Neeley, & Mrs. Russell - 3rd Grade: 
Next week we will begin learning about landforms. This will lead into our next big project; 
researching landforms. Continue to talk to your child about the science we are learning about and 
stay tuned to learn more about our project as it gets closer. 

 
Mrs. Bellairs, Mrs. Carpenter, & Mrs. Grazda - 4th Grade: 



Hello 4th graders and families! 
We had an amazing time on our field trip today!  Ask your 4th grader what they learned about 
ecosystems up at Boggy Draw.  
In math, we are wrapping up our multiplication and division unit and will be taking our unit test 
next week.  Please continue to work on multiplication facts at home.  
4th grade has moved on from fossils and we are now looking at how a change in one piece of an 
ecosystem affects the entire balance of that ecosystem.  
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your child's teacher. 
 

Mrs. Bjerke, Mrs. Jones, & Mrs. Lein - 5th Grade: 
Greetings from fifth grade: 
How many stowaways can we fit into a suitcase(s)?  Actually, there might not be a U-Haul truck 
big enough for all of our luggage, but nothing is impossible, right!  So as you might have 
gathered, this week has been an emotional week for fifth grade as we prepare to say goodbye to 
Mrs. Bjerke and her family who will be moving to Pennsylvania this weekend (sad for us, but 
happy for them).  So, please stop by and wish her well. 
Mrs. Lein and Mrs. Jones would like to welcome Mr. Vaughn to the fifth grade team. Many of 
you may remember,  Mr. Vaughn is no stranger to the fifth grade, he taught fifth grade here at 
Dolores Elementary before teaching Art.  Who could ask for more?  A master teacher and one 
that can draw more than stick figures on the board. He is an awesome addition to our team!  On 
Monday, your children will not only have a smooth transition, but a great teacher as well. 
We would like to reassure you that the fifth grade team and administrators have been working 
hard to make sure this transition will be as seamless as possible and have the best interest of the 
students in mind.  
Please watch for information to come home with your child regarding Parent Teacher 
Conferences and any upcoming events for the month of February.  Mrs. Bjerke, you will be 

missed, but never forgotten.  Safe travels &  ! 
 
Ms. Barry, Mr. LaRose, Mr. Smith, - 6th Grade: 
Second semester is well underway in the 6th grade. Students returned ready to learn and engage 
in their curriculum. Classroom and grade level routines are in place and are being followed. This 
is an exciting time of year! In science students are finishing up their investigation of matter, 
mass, volume and density. Students are transitioning to states of matter, conservation of mass 
and atomic theory. In social studies students are preparing for the upcoming National History 



Day competition. This is similar in scope to science fair so please check with your child on their 
progress. In math our students are studying multiplying fractions and solving for variables. In 
STEM students are exploring unknown places and planning expeditions. This will serve them 
well as we plan this springs Extended Classroom Activities. Several trips are being planned. We 
will send more information home soon about our Moab field trip in May. 6th Grade Team 
 
Mrs. Brookshire - Art: 

Dolores Elementary welcomes Carlye Brookshire to the art room! Mrs. Brookshire graduated 
from the University of Texas in 1985 with her Bachelors of Fine Arts with an emphasis in 
graphic design, painting and art history. She worked in Dallas, Texas as a graphic designer and 
illustrator for ten years. Returning to The University of Texas, she earned All Level (K-12) State 
Certification as an Art Education Specialist in 1997.  Afterward, Mrs. Brookshire taught Art at 
Forest Trail Elementary, Westlake High School in the Eanes School District, and James Bowie 
High School in Austin, Texas for many years. When Mrs. Brookshire and her husband relocated 
to Dolores to be near family, Mrs. Brookshire couldn’t wait to get back into the art room! She 
has been a substitute teacher for Art this past year, and has gladly accepted the position of Long 
Term Sub for Mr. Vaughn. She is passionate about teaching Art, and brings a wealth of 
experience to our young students. Her goal is to make the transition as smooth as possible for 
both parents and children. 

 
 
 
 


