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From the Principal’s Office: 
Congratulations to our Destination Imagination first place winners. These amazing students will 
be going to the State Destination Imagination competition in Denver. Elia Lowe, Maya Lowe, 
Emmett Adams, Sam Lien, Kiera La Rose, Everlee Heaton and Kyleigh Shilko 
 
We also have several young historians who qualified for the National History Day regional 
competition. Kayla Edwards, Dillon Eichner, Jordan Lansing, Madison Robbins, Layne Hedgren, 
Avery Stiegelmeyer, Sunshine Singleton, Analisa Vega, and Kayla Tallmadge 
 
And the Elementary has several young scientists who qualified for the regional science fair 
competition. Gavin Livick, Analisa Vega, Jon Perkat, Ashlyn Mikkelson, Kayla Tallmadge, 
Mikayla Puett, Julian Winslow, Brooklyn Lee and Kelter Christenson 
 
Congratulations and good luck to these amazing Little Bears! 
 
School Safety: 
To the parents and staff of Dolores Elementary, In response to recent events and rumors. I would 
like to make it clear that if there is even the slightest threat to the safety of our students, school 
will be canceled. Just as we close the school when road conditions are unsafe. We will use the 
same procedure to close the school if anything jeopardizes the safety of our children. For the 
most accurate information on school closure or delayed start, check the district website 
http://doloresschools.org/. An electronic message will also be sent to your phone or email 
address using the auto-dialer program. Closure information will also be announced on local radio 
stations. 

Dates to Remember: 
Mar. 2 - NO SCHOOL - PLC/Teacher Workday 
Mar. 15 - Last Day of Quarter 
Mar. 16 - NO SCHOOL/Teacher Workday 
Mar. 19-23 - NO SCHOOL/Spring Break 
PTA: 

http://doloresschools.org/
http://doloresschools.org/


McTeacher’s night was a great success! Thank you for coming out and supporting the school. We raised 
$475! Yay!! 
Thank you for bringing in box tops, the school will receive $375.10 from the clippings collected! Thank 
you, Rachel for all your hard work and time sorting through over 3751 clippings! 
PTA Meeting Postponed until March 8th at 2:35 in the teacher’s lounge. Hope to see you there. 
Pickles & Popcorn next Friday, March 9th. Half pickles are 50 cents and popcorn is 25 cents. Popcorn 
will be limited per student.  

Classroom Capers: 
Mrs. Christenson, Mrs. Hill, & Mrs. Tourjee - 1st Grade: 
As we say goodbye to February and hello to March, take a moment to marvel at the growth your 
child has had in all parts of his/her life since the beginning of school. Wow!  Chances are s/he 
has grown taller and lost a tooth or two. The academic growth is such a wonderful thing to 
reflect on. First graders change from littles to these incredibly capable youngsters. It is such a 
privilege to be part of these amazing young lives and their learning journey. Thank you for 
sharing this joy. 
 

Ms. Hutchins, Mrs. McNeill, Ms. Savage - 2nd Grade: 
2nd grade has begun to study Native Americans and the resources that they used. Please talk to your child 
about how your family uses natural resources. As the project concludes, we will be using cardboard, used 
boxes, and milk jugs to build examples of artifacts from the tribes we have studied. If you have any of 
those items please send them with your child. 

Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Neeley, & Mrs. Russell - 3rd Grade: 
Only three more weeks to spring break and the end of the quarter. Students are writing their research 
reports now. Most likely, they will be asking for your help to create some type of model or poster for the 
presentation piece of the report. They have also created a slideshow with Mr. Vega in computer class that 
they may use for their presentation. Find out what your child's plan is! 

Mrs. Bellairs, Mrs. Carpenter, & Mrs. Grazda - 4th Grade: 
Hello Fourth Grade Families! 
It's hard to believe that we are rapidly coming to the end of the third quarter! 
We are coming to a close on our unit about fractions. We are planning to take our fractions test before 
Spring Break. 
In reading we have wrapped up our Hero's Journey unit, and will be applying the reading strategies we 
have been working on all year to learn about Colorado History. 
Our Colorado History chapters are focusing on European Explorers and Fur Traders, and the relationships 
between settlers and Native Americans throughout the 1850s and 1860s. 
Have a great week! 



Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Lein, & Mr. Vaughn - 5th Grade: 
Day 1:  First, the fifth-grade teachers and students would like to extend a huge thank you to Mrs. Bean for 
the opportunity to attend another amazing year of Music in the Mountains at Fort Lewis College.  For 
many or most, this was the first time to experience a concert of this magnitude, it was surreal and has also 
given the students a new appreciation for music.  We hope that your child came home and shared the 
experience with you.  If you are looking for something new to enrich your family, please check out the 
roster of events for Fort Lewis College and enjoy the events and Arts as a family.  
Day 2:  Where or where did the Galloping Goose go?  Oh, where, oh where did it go? 
Some of you may have noticed that the Galloping Goose #5 that sits in Dolores was missing from its 
home at the museum. The Galloping Goose #5  made yet another annual trip to Durango where it was set 
on the rails for another year of history. So, without further a due our story begins.  
Dolores Elementary was approached with the idea of engaging students in a historical expedition in which 
fifth grade was excited to explore.  Our team began working with the very knowledgeable and historical 
member  Mr. Lew Mattis.  Before our students boarded the bus, we all had the pleasure of spending over 
an hour with Mr. Mattis who linked his presentation with our National History Day topic "Triumph and 
Tragedy" and also touched upon "Compromise and Conflict" with the different events that took place 
involving our beloved Goose. 

Another huge thank you to Lew Mattis, The Historical Society, and the Durango and Silverton 
Narrow Gauge Railroad for graciously donating the tickets for the students and teachers to ride and 
experience such a nostalgic piece of history.  The trip included riding the Goose, a personal tour of the 
train museum, eating lunch in the Grange, and a behind the scenes tour of the inner workings of the 
roundhouse where trains are maintained and repaired. How many of you know there is a turntable in the 
yard that spins the train cars around?  Whoa!  We didn't!  

We are so blessed to have history at our fingertips.  Please put down the devices and explore the 
opportunities and possibilities in your own backyards.  What a phenomenal couple of days!  
Sincerely, 
The Fifth Grade Team 
 

Ms. Barry, Mr. LaRose & Mr. Smith - 6th Grade: Hi Everyone, 
It is hard to believe how this year is flying by! Third quarter ends on March 15th. Please check Power 
School frequently and help your child stay on top of their coursework. Our students did an excellent job 
on their National History Day projects. In STEM students are wrapping up their expedition plans. In 
science class, students will be transitioning from their study of chemistry to earth science. Our state 
testing window opens on April 9th. Please keep an eye out for information from the main office. We have 
three field trips planned before spring break. We are unable to take students in the field without 
written permission from parents. Please ask your child for their permission slips. 6th-grade team. 
 


