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PHONE NUMBERS:               K-6 882-4688,           MS/HS 882-7288,          PS  882-7277,  
BUS 882-2649 
From the Principal’s Desk: 
Dolores Elementary School teaches from first bell (8:15) to last bell (3:35) every day. One of the 
most important things you can do is have your child come to school prepared and on time every 
day. Missing just five minutes a day is like missing two days of school if your child leaves 10 
minutes early or is 10 minutes late for school every day, that is similar to missing a whole week 
of school. 
REMINDER: Please have after-school plans worked out with your child before your child comes 
to school. Changes in after school plans during the day do happen and if they do, call the office 
immediately. When a child does not know where they are going after school, it puts stress on the 
child and the office. 
 

Dates to Remember: 
Dec. 1 - Pickles and Popcorn 
Dec. 7 - PTA Meeting - 2:30 - Teachers Lounge 
Dec. 8 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Training/PLC 
Dec. 20 - Winter Program - 7:00 - Aux. Gym 
Dec. 21 - EARLY RELEASE - 1:35 
Dec. 22 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Workday - End of Semester 1 
Dec. 22 - Jan 8 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break 
Jan. 8 - NO SCHOOL/Teacher Training Day 
PTA: 
Pickles & Popcorn is TOMORROW!!! 
Popcorn is 25 cents a bag, limited. 
Half a pickle is 50 cents 
December 7th- PTA Meeting 2:30. Hope to see you there! 
 
Classroom Capers: 



Mrs. Christenson, Mrs.  Hill, & Mrs. Tourjee - First Grade: 
Welcome back!  What a wonderful time to spend with family and friends and a chance to catch 
our breath before Christmas break.  DIBELS and NWEA testing begins next week.  Reading at 
home on a daily basis is the best support for gains in reading on these assessments.  A good 
supper and breakfast and a good night's sleep makes a huge difference in your child's 
performance.  Consistent structure and routines help kids have a strong foundation for meeting 
goals for growth.  First grade has begun our journey of traveling around the world to learn about 
the history of our traditions and how other countries celebrate may celebrate this time of year. 
England, Mexico, Germany, Brazil, France, Sweden, Netherlands, Israel, Spain, the Philippines, 
China and the Netherlands are some of the places we will visit.  Ask your child where they have 
traveled so far.  It is a whirlwind tour of fun, learning, crafts, and imagination. May these busy 
days be filled with joy for you as we wrap up the first half of the school year. 
 

Ms. Hutchins, Mrs.  McNeill, & Ms. Savage - Second Grade: 
Next week, second grade will be taking their NWEA Reading and Math assessments. These tests 
help us to know what your child has learned so that we can meet their needs more effectively. 
Please make sure your child gets a healthy breakfast and a good night’s sleep. Additionally, there 
will be no homework because of the testing. 
 
 
Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Neeley, & Mrs. Russell - Third Grade: 
Third grade continues  learning about Dolores' History and it's important industries. In math we 
are working on learning multiplications facts of 6,7,8, and 9. Please help your child memorize 
the 0,1,2,3,4,5 and 10 facts to make these next facts easier. 
 

Mrs. Bellairs, Mrs. Carpenter, & Mrs. Grazda - Fourth Grade: 
We hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving Break! We are looking forward our field trip on 
December 12th to the Planetarium in Farmington! 
In math we are starting our unit on division. Please be sure to continue practicing multiplication 
facts at home to help solidify fact families for division. We are also studying the Solar System 
and how the components of space move in a inquiry based, project based style. On Friday we are 
having our Author's Celebration for our fictional narratives! Our next step in writing will be 
creating our own legends about space, and writing an expository piece about space as well. 

 
Mrs. Bjerke, Mrs. Jones, & Mrs. Lein - Fifth Grade: 



 
Greetings from Fifth Grade! 
We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving break together.  We have so much to be grateful 
for.  We will be starting our NWEA testing next week and ask that you help your child get plenty 
of rest and a good breakfast, as we will be testing in the mornings.  We will also be wrapping up 
our Explorers research and beginning a poetry unit focusing on celebration of light around the 
world.  Thank you again for your support at home - it makes a big difference! 
 
 
 

Mrs. Barry, Mr. LaRose, Mr. Smith - Sixth Grade: 
Hi Parents, 
Science Fair is right around the corner for our 6th grade students.  Please check in with them and 
see if they're where they need to be.  Keep up the good work and finish strong! Our science fair 
is scheduled for Thursday, December 14th.  Parent viewing is from 3:30 - 5:00 on that day.  For 
Math we are finishing up percents and moving on to dividing fractions.  In language arts students 
are reading for comprehension and identifying literary devices used in their novel. STEM class is 
working on learning about friction, pushes and pulls.  They are applying what they have learned 
about these concepts to their Sumobots.  In Social Studies students are exploring government. 
Enjoy the few weeks before Christmas and stay warm. 
6th Grade Team 
 

Mrs. Bean - Music: 
The Winter Program will be held on December 20 @ 7:00. Please have students in their rooms at 
6:30 . 

 

7 Mindsets Update 



 
Hello parents!  This week in your student’s 7 Mindsets class, they are being introduced 
to the third mindset: We are Connected!  The knowledge they gain will be built upon in 
their regular classrooms.  This is what it’s all about: 
 
The “We are Connected” mindset teaches us that everyone who comes into our lives 
can help us to achieve and live our dreams. Working with, for, and through others is 
crucial to realizing our dreams. 
 
The 4 critical components of “We are Connected” (it will take approximately a month 
to hit all these components): 
 

1. Embrace Everyone – Every person that comes into our lives has the potential 
to help us, hurt us, or have no impact at all.  People who live great lives 
embrace everyone and constantly seek ways to serve and connect with those 
they encounter. 

2. Maximize Positive Relationships – Some people in our lives lift us up and 
make us better, while others can bring us down. We must work to spend more 
time with people that empower us and less with the ones who don’t. 

3. Build Your Dream Team – Building a Dream Team is about identifying the 
individuals who can help us live our dreams. Perhaps they have experience we 
can draw from, access to resources we will need, or can provide us with 
critical support as we start the path toward our dreams and face the 
challenges that will bring. 

4. Lead with Value – When we find people who can help us in life, we need to 
start building those relationships quickly so the cycle of giving can begin. 

 
Top 5 Dos and Don’ts at Home: 
 

1. Do spend time talking about and modeling the We are Connected mindset at 
home by embracing everyone, finding ways to connect with others and 
learning from them. 

2. Don’t spend time talking about others negatively. 
3. Do look for ways to connect with other people. By celebrating life with friends 

and family and spending time going places with others and connecting, 
children learn the importance of these relationships. 



4. Don’t discourage them from making new friends. 
5. Do find ways to give back and lead with value in the community. Serving 

others teaches us a lot about ourselves and the importance of cooperation. 

   

 



 

 

 

 



 
 


