
GALLOPING GOOSE 

ISSUE 16,           December 7, 2017 

PHONE NUMBERS:               K-6 882-4688,           MS/HS 882-7288,          PS  882-7277,  
BUS 882-2649 
From the Principal’s Desk: 
Cold weather has arrived! Please be sure your child comes to school properly dressed for the 
colder weather with coats, hats, boots, and gloves. Students will need snow pants when it snows. 
The PTA has a collection box in the front entry to recycle gently used winter wear.  Please feel 
free to donate outgrown winter outwear or to pick up what you need. We like our students to be 
toasty warm.  

If the temperature is below 10 degrees recess will be inside. 

100-mile club will be in the main gym till spring. 

Breakfast is available starting at 7:50 

Dates to Remember: 
Dec. 7 - PTA Meeting - 2:30 - Teachers Lounge 
Dec. 8 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Training/PLC 
Dec. 20 - Winter Program - 7:00 - Aux. Gym 
Dec. 21 - Character Day - Self-Discipline - 12:50 
Dec. 21 - EARLY RELEASE - 1:35 
Dec. 22 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Workday - End of Semester 1 
Dec. 22 - Jan 8 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break 
Jan. 8 - NO SCHOOL/Teacher Training Day 
 
Girls Basketball 3 - 6 
Registration is now underway for Girls Basketball.  Registration is for the 3rd and 4th-grade 
team and the 5th and 6th-grade team.  Registration forms are available at the Cortez Recreation 
Center, and the elementary school. Registration will end soon. Registration forms should be 
returned to the Rec. Center. 

PTA: 



PTA meeting postponed to Monday, December 11th at 2:30. Hope to see you 
there! 
December 15th- Spirit Sticks $1 each, limited to 3 per student. 
December 21st- PTA Craft Night in the evening. More info to come next week. 
Classroom Capers: 
Mrs. Christenson, Mrs.  Hill, & Mrs. Tourjee - First Grade: 
First graders are becoming World Travelers!  We are traveling to all the continents of the world!  We are 
traveling to the Northern Hemisphere, the Southern Hemisphere, the Western Hemisphere and the Eastern 
Hemisphere!  We are putting our map skills to use as we learn about traditions and celebrations all around 
the world during this time of year.  Students are becoming masters of adding and subtracting the big 
single digit numbers of 7, 8, and 9 using strategies of 'Making 10' and 'Go to 10'.  Keep counting to 200 
by 1's, 2's, 5's, and 10's from any number.  Kids should be able to add 10 or take away 10 from any 
number!  We wish you the best this holiday season!  Thank you for the time you take to read to and with 
your child.  Loving to read is one of the best gifts you can give your child for lifelong success and joy! 
 

Ms. Hutchins, Mrs.  McNeill, & Ms. Savage - Second Grade: 
Second grade is enjoying our physics unit. We have been learning a lot about forces and motion. 
Next week we will do some exciting experiments and then head to Durango to visit the 
Powerhouse Science Center on Friday. Look for a letter with more information about the field 
trip in your child's folder. 
 

Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Neeley, & Mrs. Russell - Third Grade: 
Third graders are in full swing with the Living History Museum Project.  Students are beginning 
to write a perspective narrative from an individual based from one of the Dolores Industries in 
the early 1900's.  
Important dates- 
December 15th - Set Building from 12:00 to end of the day, Parent volunteers needed! 
December 19th Living History Museum Performance 
Mrs. Lowe’s families to visit from 9:00- 10:00 
Mrs. Neeley's families to visit from 12:00-1:00 
Mrs. Russell's families to visit from 1:30 -2:30 
December 20th - Winter Program at 7:00 pm 
December 21st - Old fashioned Christmas 8:30-12:30 (Look on Class dojo for more information 
to follow) 



 

Mrs. Bellairs, Mrs. Carpenter, & Mrs. Grazda - Fourth Grade: 
Hello again 4th graders and families, 
    We are right in the middle of our space exploration menu. This week the students began 
working on their non-fiction writing and will be explaining the cause and effect of things 
happening in space.  Next week we will be looking at fiction writing and using a myth or a 
legend to explain the same phenomenon.  
   We're digging deeper into division.  Be aware that students who are not proficient in their math 
facts will have a more difficult time understanding division work.  Please help your student 
practice and learn their multiplication facts.  
   Next Tuesday we have a field trip to the planetarium to continue our space learning.  Please 
make sure we have your child's permission slip and lunch plans.  Remember, we only have room 
for one parent chaperone per class.  Let your student's teacher know ASAP if you are interested 
in attending.  
   As always if you ever have any questions feel free to contact your child's teacher. 
 

Mrs. Bjerke, Mrs. Jones, & Mrs. Lein - Fifth Grade: 
Greeting from Fifth-Grade... 
Next week will be the start of our research on celebrations of light around the world.  We will be 
talking about traditions and how other countries celebrate this time of year. We will be using this 
research to create poems that honor these traditions. 
Fifth grade is planning their annual Gingerbread House Extravaganza, and we ask that the 
gentlemen in our classes contribute graham crackers and icing, and ladies bring in candies to 
decorate.  Please leave any special gingerbread house kits for home use. Thank you in advance 
for your help with this fun project!  We will let you know when the date and time is confirmed so 
that you can join us in this adventure. 
Enjoy the upcoming three day weekend! 
 

Mrs. Barry, Mr. LaRose, Mr. Smith - Sixth Grade: 
In the 6th grade we are finishing up the first module of the new Engage New York math 
curriculum. This course work is very rigorous and challenging for the students. We are 
transitioning into applying the multiplication of fractions to solve real world problems. In STEM 
students have been building robots that complete agility contests. In social studies students are 
studying how the government affects individual citizens. In science students are wrapping their 
science fair projects and preparing to start their in depth study of chemistry. Our mid year 



NWEA testing started. Please make sure that your child is well rested each day. Please talk with 
them about the importance of doing their best one each individual session. Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Mrs. Bean - Music: 
Our Christmas Program is right around the corner!  Mark your calendars for Wednesday, 
December 20th at 6:30 pm because 6:30 pm is when your students need to be in their classrooms. 
After dropping them off in their classroom, please come on down to the auxiliary gym to find a 
place to sit.  The program will start at 7:00 pm, with the kindergartners kicking things off. 
This is a special event, so students, please come dressed in your best!  Parents, please remember 
that we like the audience to stay seated for the entire program so as to keep the noise and 
disruptions down to a minimum.  Students must be picked up from their classroom teacher when 
the program has finished. 
Everyone has been working very hard to prepare and I think you'll enjoy what we have in store 
for you!  See you the night of December 20th! 
 

Mrs. Elder - P.E.: 
The 100-Mile Club is looking for a Wednesday volunteer to count sticks after the kids finish 
running in the morning about 8:10.  This job takes only about 10-15 minutes. Thank you!  Mrs. 
Elder 
 

Mr. Vaughn - Art: 
From the artists’ palette: 

As the holiday’s approach we’ll be working on some pieces for the Winter Program.  In 
the following weeks we’ll be working on: 
 K – Jan Buehner  - Symmetry, Balance, and Shapes -   Illustration 
 1st -  Ted Harrison – Shape, Repetition and Color – Landscape 
 2nd -  Jan Buehner  - Symmetry, Balance, and Value -   Illustration 
 3rd -  Charles Schulz – Portraiture/Characicture - Cartooning 
 4th -  Johannes Vermeer – Light - luminance and cast – Realism 
 5th -  Charles Warren Eaton – Value, Hue, Texture – Realism 
 6th -  Wilhelm Gross (Vermeer) - Silhouette, Light - Landscape 
 

We’re still looking for various supplies you might be able to help us with.  Please, if you 
have any of these items, we sure could use them.  Our needs: 
 



Large old, gaudy picture frames – 16” x 20” or so 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 


