
GALLOPING GOOSE 

ISSUE 17,           December 14, 2017 

PHONE NUMBERS:               K-6 882-4688,           MS/HS 882-7288,          PS  882-7277,  
BUS 882-2649 
From the Principal’s Desk: 
We would like to wish Dolores Elementary families and the community a safe and joyous 
holiday season.We thank all of you for what you do each and every day to support your students 
and our school. Community and parent support are what make Dolores Elementary so successful 
and it shows our students the importance of helping others. In Dolores, this doesn't just happen 
during the holidays it happens every day of the year. Dolores is an incredibly supportive place 
where parents and community members are willing to step up and lend a helping hand. The staff 
of Dolores Elementary is extremely thankful for all the support that the community has provided 
this year. 
  
Thank you and Happy Holidays! 

Dates to Remember: 

Dec. 20 - Winter Program - 7:00 - Aux. Gym - students in classrooms at 6:30 
Dec. 21 - Character Day - Self-Discipline - 12:50 
Dec. 21 - EARLY RELEASE - 1:35 
Dec. 21 - Library Program at Public Library Cancelled today. 
Dec. 22 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Workday - End of Semester 1 
Dec. 22 - Jan 8 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break 
Jan. 8 - NO SCHOOL/Teacher Training Day 
Jan. 9 - Students return to school. 
PTA: 
Spirit Sticks are TOMORROW! Come shop Christmas Spirit Sticks - $1 each, 
limited to 3 per student. 
December 21st- PTA Craft Night in Elementary. 5:00-6:30. Inexpensive crafts 
for gifts or keepsakes. All money raised benefits students. 
Classroom Capers: 
Mrs. Christenson, Mrs.  Hill, & Mrs. Tourjee - First Grade: 



First graders have become seasoned world travelers.  It is fascinating all the different ways 
people around the world celebrate the winter holidays.  We have learned how it is different than 
the United States and how it is the same.  Our travels are winding down.  Look for souvenirs 
coming home when school lets out.  The children have been busy and are very talented.  Our 
Christmas Party is coming up next Thursday at 11:30 with the Assembly following at 12:30. 
Your child's teacher will be sending you reminders if you signed up to bring something for the 
party.  Next Thursday is an early dismissal at 1:35.  Stocking stuffers might include dice, cards, 
and small games to keep those math skills growing and staying strong.  Good Christmas gifts 
might include snow boots, snow pants, and other winter gear.  Have the kids do lots of Snow 
Dances to bring on the SNOW!! 

 
Ms. Hutchins, Mrs.  McNeill, & Ms. Savage - Second Grade: 
Wow! We are so close to the end of the 1st semester of second grade. Next week we will 
continue to explore addition and subtraction with regrouping. Our goal is to give students several 
strategies to help them add and subtract fluently. WE will also be celebrating the holidays in our 
classroom next Thursday from 11:30 to 12:30. Please contact your child's teacher if you have 
any specific questions about the party. 
 

Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Neeley, & Mrs. Russell - Third Grade: 
We have finished up winter session of NWEA testing and have been working super hard on 
writing a script for the Living History Museum Performance.  
Important dates- 
December 15th TOMORROW - Set Building from 12:00 to end of the day, Parent volunteers 
needed! 
December 19th Living History Museum Performance 
Mrs. Lowes families to visit from 9:00- 10:00 
Mrs. Neeley's families to visit from 12:00-1:00 
Mrs. Russell's families to visit from 1:30 -2:30 
December 20th - Winter Program at 7:00 pm Students to arrive by 6:30 
December 21st - Old fashioned Christmas 8:30-12:30 (Look on Class dojo for more 
information to follow) 

Mrs. Bellairs, Mrs. Carpenter, & Mrs. Grazda - Fourth Grade: 
Fourth graders are finishing up 2017 with a culminating project, writing an expository 

piece and a legend or myth about a concept in space, and making a 3-D book with both pieces of 
writing! 



Please talk with your child about the special events in our schedule next week, especially 
the Christmas Program on Wednesday evening. We will keep a mostly normal schedule next 
week, but will have the program, a character assembly, and our Christmas parties. Please check 
with your child's teacher for details. 

We wish everyone a great holiday season and a safe and happy end to the year! 

Mrs. Bjerke, Mrs. Jones, & Mrs. Lein - Fifth Grade: 
Greetings from 5th Grade! 
So much is happening in these last days before Christmas break. A letter was sent home with 
your child that explains some important upcoming events. Here are some friendly reminders as 
well. 
Gingerbread houses will be this Friday from 1:00-2:30 in the lunchroom. We've asked that the 
gentleman bring in graham crackers and frosting, while the ladies bring in candies to decorate. 
Feel free to join us and lend a helping hand if you are able to. 
5th and 6th grades will be joining forces to compete in some fun math puzzles on Monday. It 
should prove to be a fun and challenging time! 
We hope everyone continues to be well and come to school. Every day counts and the fun will 
continue through till the last minute! 
 
Mrs. Barry, Mr. LaRose, Mr. Smith - Sixth Grade: 
6th Grade has so many exciting things happening during the next couple of weeks.  Come check 
out Science Fair tonight (Thursday, 12/14) from 3:45-5:00. We will be having an end of the 
first-semester celebration at Santa Rita Park and the Durango Rec. Center this Friday! Next 
week, we have our very first Great Ken-Ken Competition on Monday and our annual Sumobot 
Competition on Tuesday. We will also be having a holiday party, so check in with your child if 
you would like to bring anything in for that.  The kids have been working so hard on all of these 
things and should be really proud of themselves.  Please contact us with any questions. 

Mrs. Bean - Music: 
Our Christmas Program is right around the corner!  Mark your calendars for Wednesday, December 20th 
at 6:30 pm because 6:30 pm is when your students need to be in their classrooms.  After dropping them 
off in their classroom, please come on down to the auxiliary gym to find a place to sit.  The program will 
start at 7:00 pm, with the kindergartners kicking things off. 
This is a special event, so students, please come dressed in your best!  Parents, please remember that we 
like the audience to stay seated for the entire program so as to keep the noise and disruptions down to a 
minimum.  Students must be picked up from their classroom teacher when the program has finished. 
Everyone has been working very hard to prepare and I think you'll enjoy what we have in store for you! 
See you the night of December 20th! 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 


